
ACADEMIC ACCELERATION FOR ADVANCED LEARNERS 
REFERRAL FORM - EARLY ENTRANCE TO KINDERGARTEN 

 

Referrals should be received by April 1st for the upcoming school year. 

 

~READ THE INFORMATION BELOW CAREFULLY BEFORE REQUESTING ACCELERATION~ 
 
IMPORTANT  
Very few children qualify for early entrance to kindergarten. Please make sure you proceed 
with childcare arrangements as a contingency. If you are selecting a Preschool program 
please understand that those programs routinely fill up quickly. Please register your child as 
you normally would, but let the preschool know that your child is being screened for early 
entrance to kindergarten. 
 
LEGISLATION GOVERNING EARLY ENTRANCE TO KINDERGARTEN GUIDELINES 
❖ Early entrance to kindergarten is considered one type of academic acceleration as defined by the Ohio 

Department of Education. Students who do not meet the age requirement for kindergarten but who 
exhibit the ability and readiness for kindergarten, as determined by district criteria, will be offered the 
opportunity to enroll in kindergarten early. 

❖ A parent may request early entrance to kindergarten if the child turns five years of age after the 
district’s kindergarten entrance date of September 30 and before January 1. 
 

IS EARLY ENTRANCE THE KINDERGARTEN THE BEST CHOICE FOR YOUR CHILD? 
❖ Early entrance should be viewed as a means of meeting a child’s needs. The key to determine whether 

or not early entrance is appropriate for a child is developmental readiness. Even though a child may 
have the academic ability, he/she may not be ready for kindergarten. Other important factors to 
consider are social maturity, personal development, emotional maturity, and motor development. 

❖ Early entrance is designed for the exceptional child who is both academically ready as well as 
developmentally mature when compared to others his or her chronological age. 

❖ There is a difference between ability and achievement. Some children may appear exceptional simply 
because of their access to opportunities (i.e., preschool programs, parents working with them on skills, 
or access to learning materials). Early entrance is designed for the child who has high ability and easily 
achieves when presented with new material.  
 

What Is Expected of Students in Kindergarten  
❖ Kindergarten in the Kings Local School District is a full-day program. Students are expected to 

participate in the academic program throughout the entire day.  
 

❖ Kindergarten has changed considerably over the last couple of decades. Today’s kindergarten students 
are engaged in a rigorous instructional program. Educational standards help teachers ensure their 
students have the skills and knowledge they need to be successful by providing clear goals for student 
learning. Parents can access the Ohio Learning Standards at the following website: 
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohios-Learning-Standards  
 

❖ The Ohio Department of Education’s website provides information about the kindergarten readiness 
assessment for literacy (KRA-L) which all kindergarten students take within the first six weeks of 
school. Parents can access the website at: 
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Early-Learning/Kindergarten/OhiosKindergarten-Readiness-Assessme
nt 
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EARLY ENTRANCE TO KINDERGARTEN EVALUATION PROCEDURE 
 
Depending on the child’s age, the Kings Local School District evaluates students for Early Entrance to 
Kindergarten outlined on the flowchart below: 
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Once all of the required acceleration documents have been received, arrangements will be made to begin the 
evaluation process.  
 

1. You will be contacted by the school psychologist to schedule your child’s individual cognitive ability 
assessment.  
 
2. When your child’s cognitive score is calculated:  

a. You will be contacted by the school psychologist to schedule your child’s individual 
achievement and aptitude assessment.  

OR  
b. You will be notified in writing if your child’s ability score is below the recommended score for 
further evaluation. 

 
3. When your child’s assessment results are complete, an Acceleration Evaluation Committee will be 
convened to conduct a fair and thorough evaluation of the child.  
 
4. A district representative will meet with the parents to discuss the decision of the Acceleration 
Evaluation Committee. 
 
5. The Acceleration Evaluation Committee will develop a Written Acceleration Plan (WAP) for students 
who will be admitted early to kindergarten.  
 

Please Note: The Iowa Acceleration Scale, 3rd Edition identifies the follow issues as critical to the success of 
an accelerated student and does not recommend accelerating students if:  
 
➔ The student would be accelerated into the same grade as (or a higher grade than) a sibling.  
➔ The student currently has a sibling in the same grade.  
➔ The student indicates that he/she does not want to be whole-grade accelerated 

 
 

The referral request will be processed and parents will receive the final determination for early entrance in 45-60 
days from the date the referral is received.  

 
 
 
Please complete ALL parts of the referral (page 4) and return it to:  
Gifted Coordinator 
Kings Education Center 
1797 King Avenue 
Kings Mills, OH 45034 
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EARLY ENTRANCE TO KINDERGARTEN REFERRAL FOR: 
 

Child’s Name: ____________________________________ Potential School: ________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Child’s Birthdate: ___________________________________________ 

Parent(s) Name(s): ________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________________ Parent email: ______________________________________ 

Today’s Date: __________________________________ 

 
Type of Acceleration: 
❐ Early Entrance to Kindergarten (my child will be 5 before January 1) 
❐ Early Entrance to Kindergarten (my child will NOT be 5 before January 1) 
❐ Early Entrance to Kindergarten (my child will be 6 before January 1) 
❐ Early Entrance to Kindergarten (my child will NOT be 6 before January 1) 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Some considerations: 
My child: 

 ❐ Has one or more siblings in the grade in which he/she will be placed if admitted by early entrance which may 
cause social/emotional issues in the family. In which case, acceleration may not be advisable. 

❐ Often did not want to attend preschool or missed preschool often because of illness or family issues. 

 
Home Language Survey: 
In what country did your child most recently reside? _____________________________________________________ 

Was your child born in the United States?   ❐ Yes     ❐ No If no, what country? _________________________ 

What is the language most frequently spoken at home? _________________________________________ 

What language does your child most frequently speak at home? __________________________________ 

Please choose one option below that best describes the language understood by your child: 

❐ Understands only the home language and no English. 

❐ Understands mostly the home language and some English. 

❐ Understands the home language and English equally. 

❐ Understands mostly English and some of the home language. 

❐ Understands only English. 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Parent/Guardian: _________________________________________ Date: ________________________ 

Has your child attended preschool: ❐ Yes ❐ No If “yes” please complete information below: 

Name of teacher: _______________________________________________________ 

Name of school: ________________________________________________________ 

Address of school: __________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 
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